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"It's the most severe and rigorous and beautiful canon ... the most severe and beautiful
that I know, the canon in inversion at the fifth. It's a piece so moving, so anguished—and
so uplifting at the same time—that it would not be in any way out of place in the St.
Matthew's Passion; matter of fact, I’ve always thought of Variation 15 as the perfect Good
Friday spell."
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